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GOD GLORIOUS 


IN VISITING THE INIQUITIES OF FATHERS UPON THEIR 
CHILDREN, 
THOUGHTS ON LUKE xt. co—st. 

“ Therefore faid the wifdom of God, I will fend them prophets 
and apostles, and fome of them they witl flay and perfecute: that 
the blood of all the prophets, which was fhed frem the foundation 
of the world may be required of this generation: from the blood 
of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, which perifoed between the 
altar and the temple: verily I fay untoyou, it foall be required 
of this generation.” | 
| i has been thoucht, that the fentiment contained in thefe 

. words muft be very different from the common acceptation 
Of fuch expreffions, or that it is difficult to reconcile it with 
divine juftice. An atterapt will now be made to fhew the true 
fentiment expreffed, and to foew that this mode of divine admini= 
stration is confistent with perfect rectitude and exceedingly glam 
rigus. 

It is conceived, that the fentiment here expreffed by Jefus 
Chrift is, that that generation of the Jews would perfecute the 
shurch of God, and that in confequence of this guilt, by which 
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the meafure of their iniquities would be full, God would bring 
upon that nation the moft dreadful judgments ; and would 
render them the more awful and exemplary, on account of all 
the guilt of this kind which had ever been contracted, from 
the foundation of the world, vifiting upon them the iniquities 
of all former perfecutors, and giving a decided manifeftation 
of his abhorrence of all this kind of wickednefs, by the effects 
of his wrath upon them ; and that the then prefent generation 
would not pafs away, until all thefe things fhould be accom- 
plifhed. Or in other words, that in confequence of their per- 
{ecutions, God would bring them toan account for all former 
perfecutions, 

Several things will be noticed, to fhew that this is the im- 
port of the words under confideration.—F irft: This appears 
from the words themfelves. ‘They form a plain correét fen- 
tence, perfely intelligible: there is noambiguity in the ex- 
preffion ; it is capable of no other conftruétion. Our Lord 
meant that the Jews fhould underftand that fuch judgments. 
would be poured out upon them, as fhould give a public ma- 
nifeftation of divine wrath, for all former perfecutiens. 

That this is the true fenfe of the words, is further evident 
frem the eftablifhed and avowed principle of divine admini- 
ftration, which God has adopted, and plainly and abundantly 
revealed inhis word. ‘This is the character he gives of him- 
felf in the fecond commandment: “I the Lord thy God am 
a jealous God, vifiting the iniquities of the fathers upon the 
children, unto the third and fourth generation of them that 
hate me.”’ The fame idea is here exprefled ; if children hate 
God, the fins of their anceftors for three or four generations 
fhall be vifited upon them. God will remember thofe iniqui- 
ties when punifhing their pofterity in temporal judgments, 
and deal with them the more feverely on that account. 

Befides, there are a multitude of facts of this kind recerded 
in the Bible.—Immediately after the apoftacy, God began his 
dealings with the world on this principle. ‘* By one man fin 
entered into the world, and death by fin, and fo death hath 
pafled upon all men, for that all have finned,”’ It is a token of 
God’s abhorrence of Adam’s apoftacy, that all his pofterity 
begin their exiftence depraved in heart and prone to fin—fha- 
pen in iniquity and conceived in fin, death paffes upon all.— 
This takes. place in confequence of the firf tranfgreffion, and 
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an awful manifeftation of God’s wrath on that account.—« 
e next inftance of the kind, which fhall be here mention- 
,was the univerfal deluge. An hundred and twenty years 
may it was fent, God threatened the world on account of 
pir great wickednefs, that his foirit fhould not alwa,'s ftrive 
th man, bucthat his days fhould be an hundred and. twenty 
acs, Phe earth had long been filled with violence; all flefh had 
rupted their ways before God,and every imagination of their 
arts was evil co ntinually ; yet the divine forbearance lafted; 
xd proionged their opportunity to become reconciled to 
, until in an ordinary courfe of providence millions died, 
1 millions were bern; and then God reckoned with the 
rid, and brought Into view all their former iniquities, and 
cuted his vengeance for the whole upon that generation, 
yhich miilions were in childhood and infancy. And God’s 
bth anpeared vindictive, beeaufe he did not fpare even the 
tal creation, but let loofe his indignation upun every thing 
ch was not houfed in the ark, 
yodom and the cities in its neighbourhood, furnith another 
ance of this kInd. The inhabitants had long beeh noto= 
s for wickednefs, and Ged is reprefented as coming dowa 
ttend to it, and he has made them all enfamples tous, fuf- 
x the vengeance of eternal fire. The infants perifhed 
the older finners, and on.account of their wickedneds ; 
beafts were not fpared, and even the very land is faid to 
become a poiforious bituminous lake, called the Dead 
-cypt is alfo an example of the fame nature. Not only the 
born, vid or young, were all flain, but Ged poured out 
tokens of vengeance upon the fervants, the cattle, and all 
etation; the fifth of the river died, and the foldiers, cap- 
s, and the whole army were deftroyed. God reckoned 
them as he had foretold to Abraham that he would do, 
en he faid, “ Know of a furety that thy feed fhall be a 
nger ina land that is not theirs, and flaall ferve them, and 
fhall aff: ct them four hundred years: and alfo that nation 
bm they fhall ferve will T judge.” By this it appears, that 
he afiétions of the Ifraelites for feveral generations, were 
embered in judgment againft the generation of Egyptians 
i lived i in the days of Mofes. God had become Weary 
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the meafure of their iniquities would be full, God would bring 
upon that nation the moft dreadful judgments ; and would 
render them the more awful and exemplary, on account of all 
the guilt of this kind which had ever been contracted, from 
the foundation of the world, vifiting upon them the iniquities 
of all former perfecutors, and giving a decided manifeftation 
of his abhorrence of all this kind of wickednefs, by the effects 
of his wrath upon them ; and that the then prefent generation 
would not pafs away, until all thefe things fhould be accom- 
plifhed. Or in other words, that in confequence of their per- 
fecutions, God would bring them toan account for all former 
perfecutions. 

Several things will be noticed, to fhew that this is the im- 
port of the words under confideration.—Firft: This appears 
from the words themfelves. They form a plain correét fen- 

ence, perfectly intelligible: there is noambiguity in the ex- 
preflion ; it is capable of no other conftruétion, Our Lord 


meant that the Jews fhould underftand that fuch judgments. 


would be poured out upon them, as fhould give a public ma- 
nifeftation of divine wrath, for all former perfecutiens. 

‘That this is the true fenfe of the words, is further evident 
frem the eftablithed and avowed principle of divine admini- 
ftration, which God has adopted, and plainly and abundantly 
revealed inhis word. ‘This is the character he gives of him- 
felf in the fecond commandment: “ I the Lord thy God am 
a jealous God, vifiting the iniquities of the fathers upon the 
children, unto the third and fourth generation of them that 
hate me.’’ The fame idea is here exprefled ; if children hate 
God, the fins of their anceftors for three or four generations 
fhall be vifited upon them. God will remember thofe iniqui- 
ties when punifhing their pofterity in temporal judgments, 
and deal with them the more feverely on that account. 

Befides, there are a multitude of facts of this kind recerded 
in the Bible-—[mmediately after the apoftacy, God began his 
dealings with the world on this principle. ‘* By one man fin 
entered into the world, and death by fin, and fo death hath 
pafled upon all men, for that all have finned.” It is a token of 
God’s abhorrence of Adam’s apoftacy, that all his pofterity 
begin their exiftence depraved in heart and prone to fin—fha- 
pen in iniquity and conceived in fin, death pafles upon all.— 
This takes place.in confequence of the frf tranfgreffion, and 
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isan awful manifeftation of God’s wrath on that account. 
The next inftance of the kind, which thall be here mention- 
ej, was the univerfal deluge. An hundred and twenty years 
before it was fent, God threatened the werld on account of 
their great wickednefs, that his foirit fhould not alwa,'s ftrive 
B with man, burthat his days fhould be an hundred and twenty 
vears, Phe earth had long been filled with violence; all flefh had 
corrupted theie ways be efore God,and every imagination of their 
hearts was evil co niinually ; yet the divine forbearance lafted; 
God protonged their opportunity to become reconciled to 
lim, uaril in an ordinary courfe of providence millions died, 
and millions were bern ; and then God reckoned with the 
world, and brought into view all their former iniquities, and 
executed his vengeance for the whole upon that generation, 
in which millions were in childhood and infancy. And God’s 
wrath anpeared vindictive, beeaufe he did not (pare even the 
brutal creation, but let loofe his indignation upen every thing 
which was not houfed in the ark, 

Sodom and the cities in its neighbourhood, furnifh another 
inftance of this kInd. The inhabitants had long beeh noto- 
riyus for wickednefs, and Ged is reprefented as coming dowa 
to attend to it, and he has made them all enfamples tous, fuf- 
fering the vengeance of eternal fire. The infants nehithes 
with the older finners, and on.account of their wickednets ; 
the beafts were not fpared, and even the very land is faid to 
have become a poi iforious bituminous lake, called the Dead 
Sea, 

Ecypt is alfo an example of the fame nature. Not only the 
firft born, vid or young, were all flain, but Ged poured out 
bis tokens of vengeance upon the fervants, the cattle, and all 
veretation; the fith of the river died, and the foldiers, cap- 
tains, and the whole army were deftroyed. God reckoned 
with them as he had foretold to Abraham that he would do, 
when he faid, ** Know of a furety that thy feed fhall be a 
ltranger in a land that is not theirs, and fiaall ferve them, and 
they fhall aff: & them four hundred years: and alfo that nation 
wiom they fhall ferve will T judge.”” By this it appears, that 
ail the aMi@tions of the Ifraelites for feveral generations, were 
remembered in yar lgmeat againft the generation of Eeyptians 
Waich lived i in the days of Mofes. God had become weary 
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of withholding, and brought his judgments upon them, for all 
the cruelties which Ifrael had received for ages pai 

The coramiffion which God gave to Mofes and niet fuccef. 
fors, againft the Canaanites, was to cut off every man, woman 
and ‘child ; ; and it was exprefsly given on account of the Wic- 
kednefs of thofe nations, which had been accumulating for 


ages. In the days of Abraham God faid, * The iniquity of 


the Amorites is not yet full.”” And he gave this as the reafon 
why his pofterity fhould not poffefs their land which was pio- 
mifed, until the fourth generation. ‘At that time it had be. 
come full, and divine forbearance could continue no longer, 
And God commanded his people to ecaterminate them allen 
root and branch. Here Ged vifited the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children, and reckoned with them for their national 
wickednefs, which had been increafing for aah 

Mofes alfo folemnly admonifhed Ifrael, “ That if they 
fhould rebel againft God, the fruit of their bodies fhould be 
curfed—they fhould beget fons and daughters, but they fhould 
go into captivity —fhould be given unto another people,—and 
that they fhould eat the fruit of their own bodies.”? And thus 
their children would fuffer en account of the wickednefs of 
their parents, and of the nation at large ; which has alieady 
come to pafs. 

The children of Korah and his party were al] fwallowed up 
in the opening earth, on account of the fins of their parents, 
Fearful judgments were denounced on the pofterity of Eli, to 
remote generations, on account of the wickednefs of his houfe, 
which continued to be accomplifhed till the reign of Solomon, 
when Abiathar was thruit out from being a pricft unto the 
Lord. . 

When Ifrael came out of Egypt, the Amalekites affaulted 
them, for which their pofterity fuffered fo long after as the 
reign of Saul. & Samuel alfo faid unto Saul, Thus faith the 
Lord of Hotts, | remember that which Amalek did to Ifrael, 
how he laid wait for him in the way, when he came up from 
Koypt. Now go, and fmite Amalck, and utterly deftroy all 
that they have, and fpare them not; but flay both man and 
woman, infant and fuckling, ox and fheep, camel and afs.” 
Five of Saul’s pofterity were alfo hanged for his perfidio ike 
nefs to the Gibeonites; and there was alfo a famine uponal! 
Ifrael on that account, after Saul had been long dead. 
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Another ftriking exemple of this nature is the plague which 
was fo fore upon Afra: if in confeaqnence of the fin of number- 
ing them Nof fewer than feven iy thonfand died. David was 
fenfible that it was in confequence of his fins, as appears by 
his interceffion that God would punifh him, and not the peo- 
ple, in which he pleads, faying, “ But as for thele fheep, what 
have they done.” © The fins of Manafleh were vilited upon 
tis udah in the Babylonian cap tivity, | long after he and his agents 
were dead. “Jehoakim She Hed againft Neb: uchadnezmar, fo 
that the remnant of Judah might be deftroyed. “ Surely,’ 
fiys God, “ at the commandment of the Lord came this upon 

Judah to deftroy ite-to remove them out of his fight, for the 
fins of FM anafleh, according to all that he did, and uh for the 
innocent blood that he thed, (for he filled Jeru falem with in- 
nocent + ia which the Lord will not pardon.””? Nehemiah 
al{o juftifies God in his wrath againit Judah, on account of 
he fins of their kings, princes, priefts and fathers, whe kept 
not the law of God, nor hearkened unto his commandments, 
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which j is aligned as the reafon of their captivity. One par- . 


ticular reafon given for the Babylonian captivity is, that the 
land of Judah might enjoy its Sabbaths. God commanded 
that every feventh year fhould be a Sabbath, and the land 
fhould not be tilled. But for four hundred and ninety years 
this command had been difregarded. “The land had been fo 
long defrauded of its feventh- year Sabbaths, and we are told 
that the captivity was * To fulfil the word of the Lord, by 
the mouth of Jeremiah, ntil che dand had enjoyed her Sabbaths: 
for as long as fhe lay defolate fhe kept Sabbaths, to fulfil three 
feore and ten Paci So that at that captivity, that genera- 
tion fuffered for the fins of their anceftors, for four hundred 
and ninety years back, 


Befides: The whole nation of the Jews have now, for more 
than feventeen hundred years, fuffered for the fins of their fa- 
thers, TT hey are caft out, and are a curfe, and a bye-word, 
according to the prophecy of Mofes.—Many more inftances 
might, were it neceflary, be mentioned ; but I pafs to 


Another evidence that Chrift intended to be underftood, 
that the blood of the prophets fhould be required of that gene- 
ration. It is evident from what actually did take place, before 
that generation pafled away. The Romans came and deftrey- 
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ed the whole country, and fuch miferies and dittrefics came 
upon them as had no parallel on earth. 

It may be alfo mentioned, that it is a matter of fact, conti. 
nualiy before our eyes, that children fuffer in confequence oj 
the fins of their parents, and people in confequence of tlic 
wickeduefs of rulers, &. But enough has been faid to hy 
the meaning of the paflage of {cripture under confideration. 


It remains to fhew, that this mode of divine administratian js 
gonfistent with perfec? retitude, and 1s gxceedingly glorious. 

This mode of divine admiuniftration is conliftent with per. 
fe& retitude, becaufe no men are panied, or futfer in this 
way, any more than they deferve for their own fins. Every 
foul that perifh«d in the deluge, Sodom, Egypt, Canaan, aud 
at the Ginal dettruction of Jerufalem, was a finner, and deferv. 
ed ivfinitely greater evils at the hand of God, than were in- 
flicted in thofe defolations, by which God manifefted his ab- 
horrence of the fins of former generations. God vifits the 
in quities of the fathers upon the children, unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate him. It there are any 
righteous, they are not punifhe dy but delivered like Noah, 
Lot, and the Chriftians at the deftruction of Jerufalem. i 
carnot be juftly fa:d, that the fathers have eaten four grapes, 
and the children’s teeth are fet on edge, in fuch a fenfe, as that 
they do not die for their own fin—T bie may be illuftrated by 
a familiar fimilitude. A few foldiers deiert from an army, and 
are apprehended ; but the commander, loath to punifh, gives 
them all a pardon. He docs this repeatedly; but at length 
defertions become frequent, and foldiers encourage themfelves 
in it by his lenity. He fiads it neceflary to make a_ public 
example, and the next that is apprehended fuffers. In this 
cafe, he fuffers only what he perfonally deferves ; but he'would 
have been pardoned, if it had not been for former defertions 
He fuffers therefore in confcquerce of the fins of others, but 
not beyond what was due for his own conduat. So if there 
had been no perfecutions before the age in which Cbrift was 
in the flefh, God would have dealt with that generation ina 
way of forbearance, as he dealt with tormer perfecutors; but 
fince perfecutious of the prophets had continued fo long ih 
the world, it was high time that God fhould manifeft his é'f 
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tions will apply to thofe who perfhed in the deluge, in Soom? 
Esypt, &c. 


Balides: In thefe national judgement, the generation pun- 


ifhed was more tl-deicrving than the former ones. This was 
true of Sodom, Ezypt, and efpecially of thofe to whom Chrift 
delivered the paflage under contidcration. ‘they perfecuted 
Chrift and his church with greater malice, and preceeded to 
much greater lengths than their fathers had ever cone. Lheir 
meafure of iniquity was increating, until it became full, arid it 
was highly necefiary that God fhould manifcft his difpieafure. 
(Sod fixed upon the right generation to give the world afame~ 
ple of his wrath, for all the wickednefs of the kind which had 
taken place from the death of Abel. 

[t fhould alfo be notiged, that this generation had juftified 
and approved all the wickednefs of their predecefiuis in this 
iniquity. This they did by doing the fame things, and by 
carrying thefe enormities to far greater lengths than they had 
been done before, as if that had been but afmall matter. If 
they were not guilty of their perfonal fins, they were guilty 
of juftifying them, and became in this fesife accomplices in 
their guilt, and dederved the judements of God on that ac- 
count; efpecially as they lived in a more enlightened age, and 
had the advaatage of all the admonitions which Gad haa giv- 
en againft fuch wickednefs. Uhefe obfervations will aifo apply 
te the old world, Sodom, Egypt, &c. They virtually approv- 
ed the violence, tuft, cruelty and idolatry of their forefathers, 
and proceeded beyond them in the fame deeds,—- Thefe confi- 
derations will acquit God, and fhew that this mode of admini- 
ftration is confiftent with perfe& rectitude. 

But it is not only juft, dut exceedingly glorious in God, thus 
to vifit the wickednefs of the fathers upon the children, and of 
one generation of men upon another. It difcovers that Ged 
is long fuffering, flow to anger, and difpofed to bear with 

mankind, and deal with them in mercy, as long as poifible, as 
long as the welfare of the world will admitof. But it-is im- 
portant, and for the good, of mankind, that God fhould fupport 
his government, and fhould fometimes, after great forbearance 
upon a nation or family, call them in his providence toa fo- 
lemn account, in the open view of mankind, efpecially in the 
time of fome uncommonly wicked and diflolute generation ; 
that it may prove a ferious admonition to the werld—that the 
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juttice of G. 4, and his attention to the conduct ef his crea 
tures may fisally appear, after it has been cifregarded through 
his great forbearancc—-and that men and nations may be aw- 
ed and reftrained, and taught that forbcarance is no acqui'- 
tance. It is glorious in Godto vifit the ini qu itics of the lewd, 
the intemperate, and the profligate, upon their children. Ie 
1s doubilefs a great reftraint upon many thoufands of parents, 
who for their children’s f:ke are decent, reputable pecple. Te 
Jeads pious parents to greater fidelity to the fouls of their off- 
Iprine, and is a check upon all but the moft abandoned. ‘The 
bencfits of this mode of proceeding is undoubtedly exceedingly 
ereat. It alfo brings God into view, fhews his. forbearance 
to be forbearauce, and not indifference—exhibits his hatred of 
fin, his juttice, and his regard to the holinefs and happinefs 
of his creatures.—All the inftances which have been mention- 
ed in this d:ffertation, are now e: ifamples to us, and fericus, 

ufeful admonitions, and will remain fo to all fucceecing gene- 
rations to the end of the world. 

Thus it is the eftablifhed and avowed principle of divine 
adminiftration, which God has adopted in the government of 
this world, to vitit the iniquities of the fathers upor the chil- 
dren that hate him, te the third and fourth: generation=- and 
this way of dealing with men is confittent with perfedt reéti- 
tude—-and is exceedingly glorious. 

The preceding obfervations admonifh us, that though God 
may bear long witha wicked individual or nat IoD, he will call 
the criminal into judgment. There is no final efcape, but by 
flying to the mercy of God in Chrift.—Thefe obfervations do 
alfo fuggeft that when a people or indivtduals are growl: ig in 
wickedaefs, and are filling up the meafure of their iniquities 
with uncommon rapidity, there is reafon to expedt that their 
deftruction is drawing near, and that God is in his providence 
preparing them for a dreadful! reckoning, in which he will vi- 
fit upon them the iniquities of former generations, —-But when 
there is a general reformation, and a pe oP e forfake the evil 
of their ways, and return unto the Logd, there is great reafon 
to hope, however abandoned their fishers have been, that God 
will defer his wrath, and put off the day of his vengeance, and 
fay unto them, as he did unto Jofiah, “ But 10 the king of Ju- 
dah, which fent you to inquire of the Lord, thus fhall ye fay 


to him: Thus faith the Lord God of ltrael; as touching the 
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words which thou haft heard; becaufe thine heart was tender, 
and thou haft humbled thyfelf before the Lord, when thou 
heardeft what I fpake againft this place, and savindl the inha- 
bitants thereof, that they » fhould become a defolation, and a 
curfe, and haft rent thy iat hes, and wept before me, I alfo 
have heard thee, faith the Lord. - Behold therefore, will gan 
ther thee unto thy fathers, and thou fhalt be gathered unto thy 
grave In peace, and thine eyes fhall not fee the evil which I 


will Dring upon thts place.” | 
GONEUS. 








ON THE NATURE OF THE SATISFACTION, 
RENDERED IN THE ATONEMENT. 


Question —F¥ow doth Christ execute the “fi of a priest P 
Anfwer —Christ executeth the office uf @ priest, 1” bis once 


eifer ng up of him: if ua fac ifice ee) iauisty divine juttice. 
Ass. CATECHISM. 


9S HE method of falvation, throuch the atonement of 

| Chrift, difplavs the infiatre wifdom and geosnels of 
God. It is fuitadle that we fhould endeavour to gain a right 
view of this atonement. For it is a fundamental dogirine in 
tne Chriftian fcheme, and a mifconception here may lead to 
confequences of a dangerous and deftructive tendency. 

We may believe that Ch iritt, b by his fufferings, ath endured 
the penalt ’ of the law, in fuch a manner, as in this refpe& fully 
to fatisfy divine jullice. isut the nature of this fatisfaction 
becomes a fubiect of ina uirv. And it will be found that it 
does not neceflsrily terminate in the happinefs of all the human 
race, but is rather an encouragement to the finner to fet about 
the work of his fal vation. 

I. Concerning the nature of divine juice, 

‘This is a formidable ee in. it, God appears clothed 
in terrible majefty, ma king himtelf known in he judy. ment 

which he executeth. But it breathes the fame fpirit with be- 

nevolence, and has the fame moral excellence. One indivi- 
dual principle actuates the divine mind. God is love. This 
affection, in its diferent modifications, gains the name of the 
{everal moral attributes. Juftice may be confidered that at- 
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tribute which fixes the fanétions cf the moral law, and looks 
to the well ordering of the divine government. 

One of thefe fanctions confifts in death, or endlefs fuffer- 
ings, as the wages of fin. ‘This penalty is of great extent, 
and involves the offender in remcdilefs ruin. According to 
the tenor of the law, fin is an evil of infinite magnitude, and 
expofes to interminable mifery, as the juft confequence. This 
penalty, however, does not originate in a vindictive, revenge 
ful fpirit. And juftice would lay afide its claims, were there 
no other end to be anfwered, but the gratification which arifes 
from the mifery of the offender. “Tne infliétion of penal evil 
muft have fomething to juftify it befides the fatisfaction which 
the mifery of the creature can give tothe divine lawgiver.— 
Tt will not do to vindicate the penalty of the law, by faying, 
<¢ Tt is no more than the vile tranfgreffor highly deferves.’’— 
‘There muft be fome further reafon why fuch treatment of the 
finner is juft, or which conftitutes his ill-defert. And if no 
reafon, of a public nature, can be found for inflicting the pe - 
nalty of the law, it ought in juftice to be laid afide ; for in 
fuch a condition as this, to exa&t punifhment, would rather be 
the injuftice and unfeelingnefs of a tyrant, than the tendernefs 
of a wife and good fovereign. Hence we may inquire, 

li. Why juftice required fatisfaction. 

And here we may bring into view the public and general 
good, as the great objeét which renders fuch a fatisfaction ne- 
ceflary. It was not furely required for the fake of rendering 
God abundant in goodnefs and ready to forgive. His moral 
nature is immutable, and can admit of no alteration. ‘There 
is no want of compaffion in him. Had nething required the 
fufferings of Chrift in the atonement, but a want of pity in 
the divine mind, they might have been fpared. We muft take 
heed, that we do not conceive of God as being unpropitious, 
malevolent and revergefu!l. We mutt not find the ground of 
the atonement to Jie in any fuch fpirit of animofity. 

But it feems, chat the beft goed of the intelle€tual and mo- 
ral world, requires that God fhould appear to be a terror to 
evil doers. And this ts to be feen by requiring the expiatory 
fufferings of Chritt. ‘he wife moral Governor, that hemay 
be juft, has an immenfe fy{tem of creation to watch over and 
protect. He hasto guard and defend the rights and privileges 
ef his moral government. This benevolent juftice, which 
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looks aver creation with a watchful eye, is that kind of juftice 
whicn rendered the atonement neceflary. “Fo maintain the 
interefts of this kingdom, it is required, that the divine law 
fhould be feen in its dignity, lovelinefs, and fpirituality. And 
to this purpofe, it muft be fupported ; which is done by the 
atoning tufferings of Chrift. “Thus the law is magnified and 
made honourable. The divine authority of this law is made 
to be refpeéted through the holy part of creation. 

Likewife, it is needful that there be an expreffion of the 
evil of fin. The good of the whole requires this manifefta - 
tion ; for thereby, holy beings are deterred from tranfgreffion, 
aud preferved in a ftate of rectitude. Alfo, a difcovery of the 
turpitude of fin enhanccs the value of holinefs, and renders it 
a greater good. In the fatiefaQtion which is made by Chrift, 
fin appears to be fin. The matchlefs fufferings of the divine 
Saviour, fhew that fin is an evil of infinite extent, and tends 
directly to mar the moral beauty of creation, and introduce 
confufion, and every evil work. Thus by this view of fin, ho- 
linefs becomes more defirable, more lovely, and the happinefs 
of the intellectual fyftem is advaneed. 

We muit further add, that God may appear amiable, and 
infinitely the beft good, it muft be feen that he has a detefta- 
tion and abhorrence of fin. It is from the difplay of himfelf 
that his creatures are made happy. And that he may make 
the fulleft difcovery of himfelf, be muft manifeft his feelings 
with regard to the extreme vilenefs of fin. This is done in 
the atonement.-—T hefe are fome of the important truths which 
the fatisfaQicn of Chrift has ferved to elucidate ard confirm; 
and for whieh it became requifite. 


II{. The fatisfa€tion rendered in the atonement, is not to 


be viewed ftrilly as the payment of a debt. 

Salvation is, indeed, blood-bought. The blood of Chrift 
is reprefented as the price, which was laid down for redemp- 
tio. But this muft be viewed as a metaphorical expreffion, 
meaning that Chrift’s fufferings, and obedience, have made it 
confiftent to forgive the finner. 

Placing the atonement on the footing of a pecuniary tranf- 
action, it is conceived, alters the nature of juftice. In the 
payment of a debt, one equivalent good ts rendered for another. 
And thus the damage is repaired, and entire fatisfaction made. 
But fuffering can be no good, upon any principle. It can, ia 
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huequate come ‘nittioa for his TOBUS, which limners have re- 


ceived and phloem 
‘The atonement, then, is not to be v iewed as the payment 
ofa debt, after our manner of negocia tien, but is rather to be 
confidered as an ex pedient which infinite xifdind has devited, 
to forgive tranfgreflors. ‘Tne. mere 
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rendering it conliftent to fe 

fufferings of Chrift could have had 
it not for the great and extenfive ends which they brought to 
pals. Anes as far as thcfe ends can be fecured in a confiften- 
cy with the falvation of guilty iPr God will extend mercy. 
He will fave io ihe uttermoft; for his mercy encureth for e- 
ver. | 

We will now add a few refleftions. 

1. We learn the fufficiency of the atonement. 

Chrift hath made full fatisfaGtion to divine juftice. The 
atonement is of infinite value. There is no deficiency in the 
merit of the Redeemer. Hehath taken upon himfelf the pen- 
alty of the law, and fubmitted to its condemning fentence. 
His amazing (ufferings have cifplayed its purity, juttice and 
holinefs, not lefs, and even far more, than the creature’s fuf- 
ferings could have done. Wien God fpares not his own 
Son, but freel ‘ly gives him up to the agonics of the crofs, then 
fin 2 nppee to be fin; the law appears holy, juft and pood ; 
the divine authority is clothed with dignity, and Gad ts exhib- 
ited in big tranfcendent purity, viewing fin as odious, and 
delighting in holinefs. ‘“Thefe truths are not Jefs clear in the 
atonement, than they would have been in the final deffruction 
of the human race. —— they are fet forth in a vaftly 
ftronger light, om account of the matchlefs dignity of the di- 
vine Saviour. 

So that we are not to fuppofe, that God’s compaffions can 
fail, by reafon of any limitation im the atonement which Chrift 
has made. 

2. The fuficiency of the atanement does not imply that 
all are to be faved. 

The fatisfaction which Chrift has rendered, is not fuch as 
to releafe the obligation of the finner, and extinguifh the 


claims of juftice upon him. His charaéter remains the fame 
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as before. His ill-defert is not diminifhed ; and he is enti - 
tied to nothing but the wages of fin. The fatistaction is noe 
fo fet to his account, as neceflarily to difcharge him from the 
condemning power of the righteous law. Chrift has not fe 
cancelled the debt of juftice, as teat the guilty offender muft 
be fet free, He is not fubfituted in the place of the finner, 
in fuch manner, that his fufferines muft, inequity, be taken 
in exchange for thofe which are the finner’s due. 

The atonement does not neceflarily terminate in the falva- 
tion of all men, any more than inthe recovery of apoftate 
angels, who kept not thcir firft eftate. God may have mercy 
on whom he will have mercy. He is ftill left free to difpenfe 
his mercies, as he nleafes. Ifhe fees wife ends to be anfwered, 
by leaving a portion of the humen race to perifh in unbelief, 
he hasaright fotodo. MNotwithflanding the rich atonement, 
the renovation of the creature full refis as an independent 
favour, to be beftowed according to his wife and fovereign 
plezfure. And we may be aflured that God will fave to the 
extent of bis goodnefs. He will confer grace and glory up- 
on loit finners, as far as he can doit confiftently with his owr 
perfections, and the ceneral good. 

3. Uhe fufficiency of the atoncment is our encouragement, 
to fet about the work of enr falvation. 

No one need defpair, on account of any defe&t in Chrifi’s 
fatis‘acteon. The chief of finners may come, and find ample 
provifion. Chrift hath given himfelf a ranfom forall. He 
hath made fuch difplay of the excellence of the divine law, 
that this does not lie as an obftru€tion in the way to falva- 
tion. Whofoever will may come. The invitations of the 
gofpel are free andlarge. A great and effeftual door is onened, 
And it muf be encouraging to guilty men, to Know that the 
way is cleared, and they may be forgiven upon their repent 
ance. ‘The richnefs of the atonement is calculated to keep the 
trembling peniteat from defpondency. Who, ins pacerity, 
ever fought, and was difappainted f ae 

We have reafon to blefs God for this conf: Tgae 
fhewing mercy. In his unfearchable wifcom an@mmmoocnels, 
he bath devifed a methced, in which he can be jul, and yer 
the juftifier of fuch as believe. None but God, who compre 
hends his own exiftence, and the immenfe fyftcin of creation, 
Geuld have feen how the atoning fufferings of Chriff could 
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have made fuch difplay of truth, as to render it confiftent te 
exercife mercy towards the apoftate creature. Glory to God; 
that on earth is peace and good will towards men. In the vicw 
of chefe things, let us give all diligence to make our calling 
and election fure. ¥. ms 








GOD UNCHANGEABLE IN HIS PURPOSES, 


In the accomplifhment of which, all the real good ever enjryed by 
men, 15 effefted and besiowed. 


N infpired penman of the fcriptures has affirmed, “* Eve- 

ry good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 

cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no va- 
riablenefs, neither fhadow of turning.’? James 1. 17. 

A diftin& illuftration of every particular aflerted or clearly 
implied in thefe words, would contain too much for a place in 
the Magazine. The following obfervations wiil, therefore, 
be principally confined to the laft propofition; yet keeping 
in view its connection with the other parts of the verfe. 

The propofition, * With whom there is no variablenefs, 
neither fhadow of turning,” imports, that God, the Father of 
lights, is uachangeable in his being and eflential perfeétions. 
A neceflary felf-exiftent being muft neceflarily be the fame 
forever. “There never was, nor never will be, any alterations 
change, or variation, in his greatnefs, or power, or wifdom; 
holinefs, juftice, goodnefs, or truth. The propofition alfo 
imports, that God is without variablenefs or change in his 
counfels and defigns. A being who is ftritly and abfolutely 
unchangeable, makes no alteration in his counfels, defigns, or 
purpofes. He forms his plan of operation, and adheres to it, 
and carriés.it into complete effeét, without deviating from it 
in any inftance whatever. ‘ Known unto God are all his 
works from the beginning of the world. He worketh al] things 
after the counfel of his own will.’* All the good gifts, and all 
the perfect gifts, which he beftows, he beftows according to 
his counfel and defign from the beginning, in accompl:fhment 
of “ the eternal parpofe which he purpoled in Chrift Jefus our 
Lord.” 
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The counfel, plan, or purpofe of God refpecting all his 
works, which exifted in his mind from the beginning, or from 
everlafting, comprifes all the ways and means, by which the 
good and perfeét gifts, which come from him, are effected, 
accomplifhed, conveyed, or obtained. Every mean and every 
circumf{tance, which hath any relation to the good beftowed, 
conveyed or obtained, in time, had juft the fame relation to 
and conneétion with the event in the divine plan from ever- 
lafting, as it hath at the time the effet is wrought, or the 
good beftowed. If God purpofed or decreed to fave the in- 
dividual perfons, cempofing the church of the Theflalenians, 
whom Paul addrefled in his fecond epiftle to them, through 
fan@ification of the Spirit and belief of tke truth, and to call 
them to the obtaining of this ineftimable good, by means of 
the gofgel which the apoftle preached; then they eould not 
be faved in any other way, or byany other means, eonfiftently 
with his counfel or decree. The gofpel preached to them, 
and their hearing it, amd believing it, had drecifely the fame 
relatien to and connection with their falvation in the eternal 
purpofe of God, as at the time when they aétually heard and 
believed; and in the eternal purpefe of God, their falvatien 
was as much dependent onand as much the effect of their 
hearing and believing, as it was at the time when it in faé& 
took place. The like might be obferved with refpe& to ev- 
ery beneficial effect, for the accomplifament of which, means 
are employed. 

The counfel or purpofe of God, according to which he 
worketh all things, primarily refpects his own conduét. He 
hath formed a complete plan of all zs ewn works or operations, 
embracing every act and operation of nis, from everlaftin 
toeverlafting. All that he hath doneand all that he will do, 
is according to the plan or counfel of his will from the begin- 
ning. He never did and never will do any thing, which he did 
not always purpefe or intend todo. And every thing which 
he always intended to do, he doeth or willdo. Not one of the 
infinite variety of thiegs comprifed in his original plan, will 
fail or be left undone. And by thus fixing the plan of his 


Own @perations, and deciding or determining what he will do, 


in every inftance from everlafting to everlafting, the univer- 
fal fyftem of events, comprifing every exiftence, and every ace 
tion, and every enjeyment, and every fuffering of creatures, 
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became fixed and certain. For the whole hath fuch relation 
to, and dependence on, and conneétion with, what Goa docth, 
that the determination of his own acts inevery inftance, 
from everlafting to everlafting, renders the whole fixcd and 
certain. 

That God hath thus determined the plan of his own works, 
acts or °p rations, and inthe beitowment of every gocd and 
perfeét gift which comes from him, accompluhes his own pur-~ 
pofe, according to che couniel of his will, and doeth nothing 
but what he from everlafting intended or ‘decermined to do, is 
clearly and fully implied in the propofition, that with him 
there is no variub!enefs, neither fhadow of turning. Fer any 
alteration of his purpofes, or the omiffion of any thiag which 
he once intended to do, or the grant or performance of any 
thing which fermerly he did not purpofe to do, evidently ime 
plies {uch a change of mind, as cannot be recencilea with his 
ftric&t, eternal immutability, or unchangeablencfs. 

Ar sd why fhould any wifh God to change his mind, or to 
alter his purpofes, er to do or omit any thing which once he 
. d not intend? Or what objetion can they reafunably make, 

gainft his forming tn the beginning the whole plan of his 
i and carrving it into complete effect, without aay 
the leat alteration? Do they f-credly imagine that he, like 
creatures, improves by age and experience, and can better de- 
termine now, what it is moft wife and proper and beft for him 
to do, in fome cafes, than he could in the ages of eterni- 
ty? Dothey think he hath nowa clearer view and more per- 
fect knowledge of all creatures, cafes and circumftances, than 
he had before the actual exiftence of creation commenced ? 
Surely none will'dare pretend to this. The thought is im- 
pious and implies a denial or difbelief of the abf. ute eternal 
omnifcience and infinite knowledee of God. If God hath 
obtained any new ideas fince creation began; if things have 
happened which he did no: exvedt, or otherw f+ than he ex- 
pected ; if he now fees any thing in a new and d fferent lighe 
from what he once did, and wovld not from the beginning 
have formed his plan in ail refpects juft as he did, had he then 
viewed every thing juft as he dot now ; if any thing like 
this hath taken place ; chen furely there is a material change 
in his view’ and knowledge of things, and he was once igno- 
of what he now knows. Aad upen this fuppofition, his une 
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derfanding or knowledge was once imperfeét, but is now 
improved; and upon the fame principle, may probably be fill 
further improved fome ages hence. 7 

if fuch be the ideas which any entertain of God, let them 
no more pretend to believe his eternal omnifcience—his in- 
finite, eternal and abfolutely perfeét knowledge of all things. 
But let them candidly own, that although they belicve his 
knowledse is very great and extenfive, and far fuperior to 
that of Creatures 3 yet he is, or may have been, ignorant in 
a degree with refpect to fome things—liable to foie error or 
miftake, and may poffibly make fuch improvement and ac- 
quire (uch new tdeas, that, like creatures, he may fee it wile 
and beit to do fome things, which from the beginning he did 
tiot think of doing, and to omit others, which he then propofed 
to do. 

But if any, who object to God’s eternal immutable pur- 
pole, according to which he invariably aéts, do not choofe to 
own, that they entertain any fuch hike degrading and re- 
proachtul ideas of the Deity, they are deftred to enquire and 
contider ferioufly, whether they can affign or conceive of a- 
ny reafon; why God, before he had formed any creature, could 
not determine as well, whac it would be wifeft and bei for 
him to do in all cafes whatever, ashe could afterwards. And 
if he was as wife ard holy, as juft and righteous, faithful and 
true, as good and gracious, benevolent, merciful and com- 
paflionate then, as he is now or ever will be, whether they can 
poffibly conceive of any objection againft his then determin- 
‘ing and fixing in his own mind, the whole plan of his opera~ 
tions with refpect to every world, creature, thing and event, 
from beginning to end, which would not lie equally againit 
his ever determining what to doin allcafes, . 

But to cut the argument fhort, and bring the cafe to a 
Haint, let ic be abferved that God is effentially and eternally 
omnifcient and infinitely wife. Before he began creation, he 
knew juft as much as hedoth now: he had as clear and per- 
fe&t a view of all things as he now hath or ever will have. 
He, therefore, then faw and knew, as clearly and as perfely 
as he ever will, what it weuld be wifeft and beft for him to 
do, and moft for the glory and happinefs of the fyftem, in all 
eafes whatever, in regard to creation, and all creatures, thing? 
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and events, through the interminable ages of eternity. What 
plan of operations and events would produce the moft glori- 
ous and happy fyftein on the whole, moft completely eratify- 
ing toa perfectly juft and infinitely wife and benevolent 
heart, he then Caw and knew with the utmoft clearnefe—with 
infallible certainty. To deny this, is in effect to deny his ab- 
folute omnifcience, his abfolutely perfect knowledge and wil- 
dom, and to impute fome imperfection to him in point of un- 
derftanding, wifdom and knowledge. 

He then knew himfelf to be abfolutely omnipotent, every 
way able and fufficient, to carry into effect and accomplith 
fuch a plan of operation and events, as he faw and knew 
would be wifeft and beft. To deny this, is in effe& to deny 
his infinite power and all-fufficiency, and to impute imper- 
fe&tion to him in point of power, fkill and ability. 

He was then as benpectsely juft, as infinitely righteous, as 
he now is or ever will Therefore, whatever plan he then 
formed, muft certainly “4 as agreeable to, as confiftent with 
juftice and righteoufnefs, as he would ever act at any time, 
in cafe he had not previoufly determined what to do, before 
the occafion actually exilted. 

Once more: God is eternally and unchartgeably the fame 
infinitely benevolent, good and merciful being; and, therefore, 
invariably and infinitely inclined to the plan and fyftem of 
operations and events, which will produce and iffue in the 
greateft poflible good, and equally oppofed in heart to every 
thing which will leffen or impair it, on the whole. We may, 
therefore, be jut as {ure that he hath, from the beginning, 
been invariably fixed or determined upon that fyftem or plan 
of operations and events, which will preduce sha iffue in the 
greateft poflible good on the whole, as we are that he always 
knew what it is, and “was every way able to infure and ac- 
complifh it, and is and always was perfectly juft and righ- 
teous, and infinitely good. Weare, therefore, reduced ro 
the neceffity of, believing, that God hath always ene fixed 
plan of operations unalterably eftadlifhed from the beginning, 
from which he never deviates in any inftance; or elfe, of 
difbelieving his abfolute eternal infinite unchangeable perfec- 
tion. 

The former is moft rational, and certainly the plainly re- 
vealed dottrine ef the {criptures. For according to thefe di-- 
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vine oraeies, “ He declares the end from the beginning, and 
fron antient tines the things that are not vet done, faying, 
« My counfel thall land, and f will do all my pleature. 
Men viten oppofe the counfel of the moft High, and at- 
tempt to defeat his purpotes. Butthough “there be many 
devices in a man’s heart; neve rthelefs, the counfel of the 
Lord, that fhall ftand.”? Yea, Uhe Lord bringeth the coun- 
{el of the heathen to nought; he maketh the devices of the 
people to none effect. "The counfel of the Lord ftandeth 
forevery the thoughts of his heart te all generations.”” In 
fhort, “he worketh all things after the ccusnitioghi« own will.” 
And certainly, if kis counfel is perfectly wife, juft and good, 
and contains the beft poffible plan, there can be no reafonable 
objection againft it, But the truth is, men do not lke the 
divine plan. In their view and to their hearts, it is not good 
but evil. For God doeth many things-which are exceeding- 
ly croffing and mortifying to their hearts. And many real 
evils evidently exift. And they will not _— it poflible, 
that thefe fhould be any way comprifed in the plan of a per- 
feetly wife, juft and good God; becaufe they do not fee how 
they are neceflary, or will prove fubfervient tothe best good 
of the fyftem. And they inwardly feel as though Ged doth 
very wrong in fufering them to take place, “provide ed he 
could poflibly prevent them, and, therefore, as though they 
took place contrary to his defign, and in fpite of his°endca- 
Vours to prevent them. But that God dosth many things 
very crofling and mortifying to the ¢orrupt, felfifh and rebel- 
lious feelings of the human heart, is certainly no argument 
that he doth nor act wifely and for the the beft. Nor is it at 
all ftrange, that fuch fhort-fighted felfith creatures as we are, 
fhould not be able to fee how the evil things which take place 
under the divine adminiftration are intended for good, and 
will ultimately terminate in the beft good of the fyfem. Yet 
when they in fact take place under the government of an infi- 
nitely wife, powerful, juft and good God, and he alfo tells us 
he means them unte good, and clearly fhews already, in ma- 
ny particular cafes, how he makes them fubfervient to the 
accomplifhment of the moft wife, benevolent and merciful 
purpofes, if we were not moft unreafonably proud and felf 
senceited we fhould readily believe that he acis in the wilcf 
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and beft poffible manner ; theugh his thoughts and ways a 
even farther above our comprehenfion, than the heavens aie 
higher than the earth. ‘To do.otherwife, is to fet our feanty 
underftandings, which are as nothing, in oppofition to the 
infinite underftanding and abfolutely_ univerial perfect know = 
ledge of Ged. How ignorant and daringly impious is this ! 
Let it be added, 

Every objeétion againft God’s eternal unchangeable pur - 
peofe, counfel or defign, is equaily szainft what he aGtually 
doeth. For if all that God adiually doeth, in creatien and 
providence, in the wérlds of nature and of grace, is wife and 
jut and good; then certainly it was wife a juft and good 
in hin, to intend, woes and determine, or decree to do it, 
before the world began. Whatever wifdum, juftice or good- 
nefs at any time requires God to do, it equally required him 
always to intend or purpofe to do. ‘This is felf-evident. 
Wor can we objet againft his forming and unalterably ef- 
tablifhing the whele plan of his eperations from the beginning, 
without equally objecting to what he actually doeth, and 
pronouncing it unwife, unholy or net good, but the contrary. 
And, as before ebferved, the truth is we are diflatisfied with 
God’ sconduét. We difl'ke his works and ways. If all 
that God doeth was right and good in our eyes, and perfect- 
ly pleafing to our hearts, we fheuld not entertain a thought 
of his having done wrong in determining, purpofing and frm- 
ly decreeing to do fo from all eternity. 

The obfervation will be clofed with one general reflec- 
fion, viz. : 

What a folid foundation and inexbauftible fource of fup- 
port, confolation and j joys do a}! the benevolent and holy find, 
in the view and centemplation of God as the Father of lights, 
from whom cometh every good and perfcct gift, and in the 
belief and affurance, that with him there is no variablenefs, 
neither fhadow of turning—that he is unchangeable i in his be- 
ing and eflential perfeCctiens, and i in all his counfels and -de- 
figns ? ° 

“ Coinfcibuy that they are dependent creatures, who have no 
fufficiency of themfelves, to provide for and fecure their owa 
happinefs, or that of others—yea, that they are finners, and as 
fuch, miferable already, and expofed to yet greater mifery; 
teeing alfo the world, at prefent jull of evils, and the inhabi- 
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rants more generally living in mabice and envy, hateful and 
hating one another, without any fear of God before their 
eyes, their feet fwiff te fhed blood, and their ways marked 
with deftruction and mifery; how would their benevolent 
hearts fink within them, and be overwhelmed with grief and 
defpair, in cafe they knew of no being, to whom they might 
look for fupport and help, in a well grounded confidence, that 
he is able and difpefed and fully determined, to fupport thefe 
who cleave unto him, and to overrule all the evil which takes 
place, in a fubferviency to the beft good of the intelligent 
fyftem ? But when they think of the Father of lights, and 
view him at the head of the univerfe, and confider the innu- 
merable good and perfect gifts which he hath beftowed and is 
daily beftowing, and the immenfity of good which he hath 
promifed, or revealed it to be his purpofe, yet to beftow or 
effet—-when they contemplate his glorious charaéter, his in- 
finite underftanding, knowledge and wifdom, his abfolute 
omnifcience and almighty power, his infinite juftice and righ- 
teoufnefs, and truth, grace and faithfulnefs---when they confi- 
der this all-fufficient and abfelutely perfect God as fitting on 
the throne, and doing as he pleafes in heaven and earth, work- 
ing all things after the counfel of his will, for accomplifhing 
the purpefes of his own infinitely wife and benevolent heart, 
afluring us that he can and will do all his pleafure ; they then 
fee folid ground and find abundant fource of fuppert, comfort 
and joy. In the view and belief of this God at the head of 
the univerfe, and that he changeth not, they are affured that 
all will end well, in the greateft glory and happinefs of his 
kingdom, notwithftanding all prefent dark and difmal appear- 
ances ; and that fuch as treft in him are fafe, and finally tri- 
umph over every evil, and find complete, everlafting happinefs 


im his eternal kningdom. 
ASTHENES. 











tee 


et RE Nn a Tea 


eat oy 


-_ ee REI TO 
- . 
* 


ORS me 
A 


—_ 


a I ne pom eo er op Nea ene a — 


Harmorny of Christianity. 


A DISSERTATION 
Qn tute HARMONY or GHRISTIANITY, 


Or the Agreement of its various Parts with each ether, ded wits 
the whole. 


INTRODUCTION. 
MONG the various fubjc&s of ditcuffion which occupy 
the ability of literary men, few are equally important 
with that of the truth ane divinity of the holy feriptures. 

Oppofitien to thefe facred bocks, has employed the pen of 
many adverfaries; and to deftroy their authority Is a leading 
object of the fyftem of modern philofophy. Indeed, the whole 
fyitem of reli igion and morality, natural and revealed, is the 
object of attack by the unbelievers of this day. This howe- 
ver is fo far from fubverting the caufe of truth, that the ulti- 
mate effec will be directly the reverfe. 

This oppofition has already occafioned many able defences 
of religion and morality, and feveral arguments in defence of 
the truth have been adduced, highly important ; ; which have 
mot been heretofore improved, or not in a manner equally 
clear and demonftrative. 

The fubje&, however, is not exhaufted ; the arguments in 
favour of Chriftianity are numerous, as they are weighty.— 
Among thefe, and which is highly worthy of the attention of 
Chriftians, is the argument drawn frem the harmony of its va- 
rious parts with each other, and with the whole fyftem. 

A ftatement of this argument will be attempted in the fol- 
lowing differtation. 

In the prepeled difcuifion, the leading articles of natural re- 
ligion will pafs in review, as thefe are aflumed in the Chrii- 
tian fyftem, and indced cannot be feparated from it. 

As it is apprehended that the apoftle Paul had this argu- 
ment in view, in his letter to the Corinthian church, in the 
words recorded, i Cor. ii. 13. This paflage will be adopted 
as the matto for rhe following diilertation. 

The apoitle having fpsken of the fublime truths ef the gof- 
pel, «dis the tollowing fentence: “ Which things we rh 
net in words taught by human wifdom, but in thefe taught by 
the Holy Ghoft; comparing siritual things with fpiritual.” 

The scenprariliitel here inftituted is not between things ma- 


terial and immateiial, or even between thofe which are moral 
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and immoral, but things or truths fpiritual or hely in their 
nature are Compared with each other, and exhibited in mutual 
acreement and harmony; fo that they produce reciprocal evi- 
sce for the truth and divinity of each other, and of the whole. 
In elucidating this fentiment we fhall be led to treat of the 
religion of the gofpel, with the truths of natural religion in- 
volved in it, as exhibited to us in the doétrines of the Bible, 
in the experience of Chriftians, and ‘in a praétical fubmiffioa 
to its commands and inftitutions, and the differtation will be 
clofed with a few inferences. 


PART I. 
On the Doftrines of Christianity. 

ADMITTING in our conceptions the exiftence of an 
original, intelligent Being, independently and eternally poflef- 
f-d of all natural perfections, without limitation ; and allo the 
exiftence of rational, finite beings, fufceptible of the knowledge 
ot that Being, and of their refpective relations to each other 
and to him, we fhall arrive, by a dhort-deductian, at the idea 
of rational happinefs, confilting in the union of limited intel- 
ligent beings to each other, and to the original Being. We 
fhall alfo conceive of that Being 2s confcious of his own capa- 
city for happiaefs, and that of the limited intelligence whom 
he beholds, or that he clearly perceives the tendency of mutual 
kind affection to the happinefs ef rational beings, and there 
fore unites to it, or acts in the manner which he knows to be 
beft adapted to the moft perfect ftate of rational exiftence.— 
This perfe&t ftate evidently confifts in mutual Jove. This ‘s 
therefore the charaéter ef that original Being and the ftandard 
for the a@ions of limited exiftence; or “ God is love, and he 
that dwelleth in love dwelleth tn God, and God in him.”’ 

That fuch an original Beine of unlimited attributes, really 
exilts, is certain from the exiftence of limited beings ; and if 
he exifts at all, he exifts neceffarily, and 1s the author of a!l 
limited exiftence; and knowing that the felicity of rational 
exiftence confitts in benevolent affections, and Acws from it, 
we mult chuofe it, for God is love. 

Thus we obtain the idea of moral perfeftion in God, and 
that a conformity to this muft be the higheft excellence in 
creatures. : 

That as God is the creator and preferver of all, and is infi- 
nitely perfe&t, the government of the worlé belongs to him, 
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that he faould difpofe of his ratienal creatures according te’ 
his own pleafure, and that their actions fhould be under the 
direction of his will; or we fee tae ground ef the providential 
and moral government of God over angels and men. 

From the fame fource we trace the idea of moral obligation, 
or the duty of ratienal creatures to employ theit abilities for 
the happinefs of intelligent exiftence ; and that this obligation 
is proportioned to the value of general happinefs and their a- 


bility to promote it: 
That it belongs to God to direét their exertions for this 


objec, and that this divine will, made known to them, muf 
be the rule of their actions. 

As adeparture from this rule moft be criminal for the rea- 
fons and to the degree juft ftated, the tranfgreflor deferves 
punifhment in proportion to his obligations, wid the tendency 
of his actions againft general happinefs. 

From thefe fources we arrive at the idea of moral govern- 
ment, in the fyftem ; of the perfect law of God, the obligati- 
ens of man, the faitions of law, and of final reisibutian.-= 
Such muft have been the original law of God, and the obli- 
gations of man. 

Tranfgreffion of the divine law is ealled finyand the tranf- 
greffer is : the proper fubject of punifhnient, as already ftated. 

Such is the government of God over men ; and the ftate of 

alienation from God which is moft evidently commen in our 
nature is a plain proof that we are fianers, and juftly expofed 
to punifhment proportioned to the degree of our crimes. 

Thus far the primary truths of natural religion agree with 
each other, and with our natural notions, and hey | perfectly 


coincide with the dotrines of isabattots: 
A confcioufnefs that we are finners is attended with a con- 


viction that we are expofed to fuffer the expreffions of divine 
difpleafure, and that we deferve it in a punifhment proportion- 
ed to our guilt. 

In eftimating the degree ef our guilt, we are led to weigh 
the good oppofed by our fin, the degree of our oppofition, and 
the knowledge or means of knowledge we poflefled of our du- 
ty. As-the tendency of our fin is oppofed to the perfeétion of 
the moral fyftem, or to the glory of God and the geod of ra- 
tional creatures, we are convinced of guilt in one refpedt, in- 
finite, as oppofite to infinite good. In refpect to the degree 
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of ornofition, and the means of knowledge of our duty, it is 
fisite and admits of very different degrees. The refult fug - 
gcited by reafon is, that we are expofed toa punifhment lim- 
iced in degree, but endlefs in duration. 

The holy fcriptures confirm the di@tates of reafon on this 
momentous article. 

They abundantly teach the doétrine of the eternal punifh- 
ment of the finaily impenitent. 

As the rebellien of man confifts in oppofition to the gen - 
eral good, it 1s evident that in a perfeét government, fuch as 
that of ad, punifhment cannot be remitted and the finner 
reftored to the divine favor, unlefsthis can be doneincenfift - 
ence with that unchangeable ftandard of moral reGitude. The 
general good mutt be as effectually fecured, as by the inflic-. 
tion of deferved punifhment. 

How this can be effe€ted, and the finner be pardoned and 
faved, reafon can furnifh 40 information. With regard to 
this, “ reafon purfued is defpair.” 

The holy (criptures contirm the decifion of reafon refpe@ ing 
the hopclefs condition of the finner, witheut the interven- 
fon of fupernatural revelation. ‘They announce a way in 
which the pardon and falvation of finners can be united with 
the glory of God, and the good of his kingdom. And, what 
is more, they reveal this way, even “ the new and living way 
into the holieft by the blood of Chrift.”’ 

The gofpel doétrine of the redemption of finners by Jefus 
Chrift correfponds to the fcheme of truth, already meationed, 
as teftified by reafon and revelation, and opens a glorious 
door ef hope for the guilty. It fupports the rectitude of di- 
vine government in all its parts, efpecia:ly in the punifhment 
of fin, and reveals a way in which the righteoufnefs of that 
punifhment is abundantly eftablifhed, even in the pardon and 
falvation ef the funner. 

This is by the introduétion of the Lord Jefus Chrift as the 
fubftitute of the guilty. 

From the holy {criptures we learn that our Redeemer is 
truly divine, the creator, law-giver and judge of man ; a per- 
fon therefore of infinite dignity and worth: That he aflumed 
our nature into a perfonal union with his divine nature, and 
was “ God manifeft in the flefh,”’ capable of fubjection to his 
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own law: That as fuch he undertook tobe mediator between 
God and man, and by his obedience to death, in our nature, 
he vindicated the perfection and fupported the honcur of the 
divine law, refpecting its precepts and fanctions, at the leaft, 
as much ag it wou!d have been vind cated by the infliction of 
the threatened punifhment on the tranfgreflor. 

By his voluntary fubj-tion, in our nature and place, to this 
law, he clearly evinced that in his government of man he 
treated him as he would himfel{ be willing to be treated, in a 
change of circumftances. - 

Hereby he abundantly evidenced the righteoufnefs of God 
in his retributions to the guilty, according to the threatenings 
of his law. 

The nature of the cafe admits of no higher evidence of the 
retitude of aruler, in his government, than his voluntary 
fubmiffion to it, by placing himfelf in the cond:tion of the fub- 
ject. 

The doctrine of the two natures, in Chrift, the divine and 
human, harmonizes with that of his atonement for fin. Had 
he not been truly God and equal with the Father, his ability 
and charaéter would have been totally inad« quate to the work 
of redemption. Asa creature, he would have owed to God 
the utmoft he could perform, on his own account; and the 
merit of his obedience would have been only proportioned te 
the limits of his nature. Therefore in both thefe refpe@s, he 
would have been totally unfit to be the (ubftitute for the 
guilty; and his utmoft obedience and fufferings would have 
been of no avaik for our redemption. 

Had he not been a creature, he could not have affumed 
the place of a fervant, or have become fubjeét te the com- 
mands and fanctions of the divine law. 

Had he not been man,he could not have been a proper fub- 
ftitute for us, nor would his obedience and death have laid a 
foundation, for our redemption. Therefore, ** He took not 
on him the nature of angels, but he took on him the feed of 
Abraham.”’ “ Being found in fafhion asa man, he humbled 
himfelf and became obedient to death, even the death of the 
crofs.”” And “ the Lord laid on him our iniquities.” He 
bare our fins in his own body on the tree, and by his ftripes 
are we healed.” 
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Jt was requifite the Mediator fhould be both human and 
divine : Human, that he might be under the Jaw, in our place: 
Divine, that his ability and worth might be equal to the per- 
f.dtion and dignity of divine government ;—“ that he might 
have fomewhat to offer,’”? and his atonement avail to the re- 
demption of his Church. He muft be “ the feed of the wo- 
man,” as well as the “ mighiy God.” “ A virgin muft bear 
a fon, whofe name 1s woaderful, and God mult be manifeft in 
Hefh.”’ 

His humanity qualified him to obey and fuffer for us, in our 
nature; and his divinity gave infinite worth and dignity to 
the work which he finifhed on the erefs. 

We are now led to notice the agreement and connexion 
between thefe truths, and that of the Divine Trinity and u-, 
nity. X 

The doétrine is abundantly taught in the holy fcriptures, 
orin the language of our public ftandards, “ there is one 
God in three peifons, the fame in fubftance, cqual in power 
and glory.” 

In all refpeéts, in whieh unity is a perfection, Ged is one. 
In all refpects, in which trinity is a perfection, he is three. 
“ There are three who bear record in heaven, and thefe three 
are one,” 

This doctrine being admitted, we can readily conceive of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift as being the true God, peffefled of all 
divine perfections and the author of all divine works, in his ori- 
ginal nature ; but in his humanity, as inferior and fubordi- 
nate to the Father; “ as God’s fervant, the angel of the 
Lord, and meflenger whom he hath fent.”’ 

We may alfo from hence have rational conceptions of the 
divinity of the Holy Gheft, and fo of his agency in the ap- 
plication of redemption ; and the triune Diety is manifefted 
and glerified in the falvation of the redeemed church. 

The doctrine of the believing finner’s juftification by faith 
through the atonement of Chrift, is clotcly conneéted with 
redemption by his obedience to the death. 

By this we are taught that the bclieving finner is deliver 
ed from condemnation, and entitled to the favour ef God and 
eternal life : not on account of any perfonal defert, or any 
thing performed by him, but wh lly on account of the righe 
teou{nefs and atonement of Chrift. W323 
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“ Not by works of righteoufnefs which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he faved us,” and we “ are juftified 
freely hy his grace, through the redemption which is in Jefus 
Corift, whom God hath fet forth to be a propitiation, through 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteoufnefs for the remiftion 
of fin”—* that he mig cht be juft, and the juftifier of him whe 
believech in Jefus.”’ 

Were the Mediator nothing more or preater than a crea. 
ture, though the firft and greateft ever created by God, it has 
been {hewn he could make no atonement for fin by his obedi- 
ence and death. Firft, becaufe his ability and worth would 
be fiuite and fo bear no proporticn to the infinite demerit of 
fin. Secondly, becaufe that however he was exalted in the 
feale of created exiftence, he would ftill owe the utmoft he 
could perform to his Creator, on his own account ard could 
d>) nothing as a fubftitute for the guilty, and his obedience or 
fufFerinzs could merit nothing in favour of the believer. 

H+ mutt be received to the divine favouronhis own account 
or be rejyected. 

But admitting the divinity of Chrift, and the confequent 
fufficiency of his ato aement, the believing finner’s juftifica- 
tion by faith im his perfect righteoufsef’, is agreeable to the 
analogy of faith; and is wonderfully adapted to glorify God 
by fupportin: y the perfection of his government,—to humble 
the finner, and to magnify fovereign grace. 

pottitying faith imports that the divine government is’ per- 
fect, that the finner’s condemnation is juft, and that God is 
righteous i in taking vengeance. ‘Therefore the obedience and 
death of Chrift for our offences, are the moft decided divine 
teitimony to the perfection of that government, and the ma- 
lignity of fin, and therefore highly acceptable to God and a 

roper foundation of pardon and life to the finner, fo connec- 
ted with him by divene faith, that the favours granted to him 
are evidently beftowed altogether on account of the merit of 
Chrif, 

“ Where then is boafting ? It isexcluded.’” “ Do we then 
make vaid the law through faith? God forbid. Yea, we eftab- 
hiih the laiv.”’ 

This truch will appear with {till greater clearnefs from 2 
view of the aiftinguifhing qualities of juftifying faith. 
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This fai h confifts in fuch a belief of the gofpel on the 
witimony of Ged, as involves an acquiefcence of the heart 
in the mediatorial chara€tcr and work of Chrift. | 

But the heart which truly approves this character, neccf- 
farily approves the divine government, is reconciled to God, 
condemns fin, and repents of it, admires and adores the divine 
Saviour, for his mediatorial undertaking and work, in which 
the law of God was maynified and made honourable, There- 
fore he admires the free praceof the gofpel, and trufts in Chri 
alone for falvation. 

The doctrine of regeneration, by the Holy Ghoft, as ne- 
eeflary to falvation, coincides with the truths immediately pre- 
ceding, with the perfection of divine government, and total 
depravity ofman. Thefe doctrines being admitted, it follows 
that if the finner isreconciled to God, and united to Chrift by 
faith, i¢ muft be produced by the fupernatural agency of the 
Holy Spirit. So true icis that excepta man be born agair— 
of the Spirit—and from above, he cannet fee the kingdum of 
God, or enter into if. 3 3 

That graeious tranfaction in the divine trinity, called by 
Chriftian writers, the covenant of redemption, and varioufly 
exprcfled in the holy icriptures, is fundamental to the work 
of redemption in all its parts. 

By this the eternal word, in his perfonal diftirGtion, en- 
g2zed to aflume our nature and act as our fubftituce, in ful - 
Alling all righteoufnefs, and making atonement for fin by the 
facrifice of himfelf. 

The Father engaged that he fhould be fupported and ac- 
cepted, that he fhould fee of the travail of his foul till he 
fhould be fatisfied, and be exalted to divine dominion in his 
whole perfon, and even *¢ glorified with the Father, with the 
fame glory which he had with him before the world was.” 

The Holy Spirit in this covenant confented to rcft en the 
incarnate Saviour, without meature ; to infpire holy mento pub- 
hth to others andcommit to writing, for the benc fit of the church 
in all ages, the revealed mind of God; to renew and fan@i- 
fy the veflels of mercy and effeGtually work in them to will 
and to do, fo as ultimately to bring them to glory; even all 
thofe whom the Father gave to Chrift as the reward of his 
{ufecrings, and his crown of glery. 

W 3 
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‘The covenant of grace, as it is termed by theolegical wri. 
ters, is nearly conneéted with that of redemption. 

This confifts in the gracious promifes of God to believers in 
Chrift, on account of his finifhed redemption. 

This covenant was adininiftered to Adam in the promife 
ref{pcéting the feed of the woman: To Noah in the ark, and 
in the rainbow: To Abraham in the promife of his feed in 
whom “all the families of the earth fhould be bleffed.’* It 
was wrapped up in the prediction of dying Jacob refpedting 
the tribe of Judah—of the coming of the Shiloh and the “ g:. 
thering of the people tohim:’? To Ifaiah that he fhould 
reign in Mount Zion, in Jerufalem, and before his ancients 
glorioufly. As the time of the Redeemer’s incarnation ap- 
proached, the grace to come to us by him was more Clearly 
announced. It was foretold that he fhould be bruifed for our 
tranfgreflions, that the chaftifement of our peace fhould be on 
him, and by his ftripes we fhould be healed; and that the Mef- 
fiah fhould be cut off, but not for himfelf. 

Finally, in the new teftament, this gracious covenant is 
propounded in the moft explicit terms; “* He who believeth 
fhall be faved.”’? “* All whom the Father giveth to me hhall 
come to me, and him who cemeth te mel will inno wife caft 
out.” 

All the promifes of this covenant reft on the ftability of the 
covenant of redemption, and cannot fail if that be fulfilled. — 
a that is founded on the counfels and the perfeétions of 

od. 

This leads to a dire&t confideration of the dogtrine of the 
decrees of God. By which we underftand his eternal, un- 
changeable purpofes, refpecting al] events, all creatures, and 
all their actions. , 

It is not defigned at prefent, to colle& the fpirirual argu- 
ments for the proof of this very important do@trine. It re 
fults direétly from the perfections of Ged, and isas much a! 
effential truth of natural religion as of that which is revealet. 
Jt is implied in the covenant of redemption and of grace. It 
is at the foundation of the whole mediatorial fyftem, with 2 
its moft interefting and diffulive fruits and confequence 
through the fucceffive ages of the world, to its final ewe? 
tion ; yea, through the undefcribed, the unlimited duratien ? 


eternity. 
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‘That all who fhall be hnally faved from among men, were 
“from the beginning chifen to falvation, through fan&ifica- 
tion of the Spirit and belief of the truth,” is fo evidently a 
branch of the general dodirine that it will not be gueftioned 
where that is admitted. 

The doétrine of the faint’s perfeverance and final glory, 
reits on many f{cripture declarations, on the gracious promit- 
es of Gad to al! his redeemed, on the covenants of grace and 
redemption, on the power and grace of Chrift, and many 
truths which have already pafled in review. 

The refurreGtion of Chrift from the dead, is an Important 
and eflential doctrine of Chriftianity, and ina fenfe fundamen- 
tal. So thatif this were faife the whole fy ftcm muft be given 
up. This doétrine harmonizes with the divine types and 
promifes which preceeded the incarnation—with the prophe- 
cies of Chrift himfel/—it is attefted by his infpired apeftics, 
and they wrought many miracles in his name for the confir- 
mation of the truth teftified, and with the truth of this is inti- 
mately conne&ted the truth of all the fubfequent articles of 
Coriftianity. 

The future refurreGtion of the bodies of the faints to im- 
mortal life in heaven, is fo infeperably conne@ied withthe re- 
furrection ‘» Chrift, that the latter having taken place, the 
former is placed on the ground of equa! certainty; as the ha- 
ly apoftle Paul has clearly proved in the fifteenth chapter of 
his firft epiftle to the Corinthians. 

Indeed, the refurretion of the dead, both the righteous 
and the w.cked, the general judgment and firal ftate of -be- 
lievers and unbelievers, are abundantly revealed in the holy 
fcriptures. 

Thefe do@rines agree with that of the accountability of 
man, the righteoufnefs of divire government, the doctrine of 
redemption: by Chrift, and with ail the promifes and threat u- 
ings of the holy krinmeiés. 

They will not be questioned by thofe who believe the Chri 
tian (vftem in general, and have any proper difcernment of 
the excellence and confiftence of its feveral parts. 

The brief view of natural and revealed relig'an, as to the 
agreement of the refpective doctrines of each, ‘affords no ine 
@snfiderable evidence of the divine origin of Chisthauity. 

W 4 
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But this will be more fully manifeft from attending te it as 


exifting in the minds cof good men, and powerfully influen. 
cing their views and affections. 


(To be Continued ) 
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ANARRATIVE 


Of a work of divine grace in Killingworth, fecond foctety, which 
began in the year 18@1. 

-~ MONG tthe numerous inftances in which the Great 
[~%. Head of the’Church hath of late manifefied his power 
and grace in the revival of religion, his favors to this church 
and people, I think cannot with propriety be accounted the 
Jeaft, as will appear from the fellowing inconteftible facts. 

The peculiar difficulties which fubfifted among this people, 
rendered it very improbabie that there fhould take place fo 
glorious a work of the Spirit of God. But we are aflured 
from his holy word, and it was here exemplified, that “ God 
feeth not as man feeth, neither are his ways as our ways. He 
prefervcth the fouls of his faints, he delivereth them out of the 
hand of the wicked; and unto the upright tiere arifeth light 
in darknefs.” 

In the latter part of the month of Apri!, 2 number of the 
young people requefted that a fermon might be preached to 
them, upon electidn day, which they had formerly obferved as 
a day of feafting and merriment. ‘The propofal at firft, was 
made to me by two or three only, and I declined it, thinking 
at inexpedient upon that day, when there feemed to be ne 
{pecial reafon for it. As yet, 1 had ne knowledge of any un- 
common (erioufnefs beginning in the place, neither was any 
fuggetted by them of the kind. But the foliciration being 
renewed, and by a large number, [ confented to preach, 
though upon a differentday. Still ignorant of their defign, l 
endeavoured to adapt the fermon to their age and condition 
in life, hoping it might be ufeful. There was a full aflem- 
bly of old, as well as young, and fulemnattention. At this 
time the fpirit of the Lord was fecretly working in them, 
though there was nothing further faid, until the evening of 
the 10ch of May following, when about fifty perfons defired 
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a conference, that evening, or a diicourfe upon the fubjcci of 
religion, At feeing fuch a number collegted, inquuing for 
the crucified Jefus, 1 was fo ftruck with the jolemn appeare 
ance, that fer a few moments I was at a lefs what was wifeit 
tobe done. After ferious reflection, and hopirg Ged would 
give me afliftance, 1 conciuded to addrefs them, on thefe words: 
“ Now therefore are we all here prefent before God, to hear 
all things that are commanded thee ef God.” ‘They feemed 
to be much moved and comforted by the fubjedt. 

_ Perceiving that the fpirit of the Lord was in very deed in 
this place, and in a peculiar manner fhedéing its benign ir flu- 
ence on the finful children cf men, it was deemed expedient 
to appoiat weekly conferences, for the encouragement of 
fuch a work, which began in the manner above mentioned, 
and have been cenftantly and punctua!lly attended, to the pre- 
{ent time. 

The conferences, at firft, were looked upon by fome in a 
very unfavourable point of light, and fuppoted to be party 
meetings, inftituted to divide the feciety ftill more and more; 
and thofe who were known to be under convictions of fin, 
were fuppofed to be falling inte a kind of delirium. Nor. 
withftanding, the work was gradually carried cn tll there 
was a fuller difplay of God’s fovereignty and grace, upen the 
gthand roth of Auguft, at which time l was aboutto leave 
the fociety, for feveral months at lea{t, if not finally, to fulfil 
a previous engagement. It appeared expedient therefore 
to invite thofe whe were under ferious imprefiions, to meet at 
my lodgings for Chriftian converfation. _ Accord:ngly upon 
the Sabbath, I informed the congregation, that ihere would be 
fuch a meeting at two o’clock the next day. In the evening 
about forty came in, for religious inftiuftion, and on the next 
day the houfe was filled, generaily, thrsugh the day, efpecially 
in the afternoon. Morethan 200 were prifent, anxicus a 
bout their falvation, till fome time in the evening, when they 
reluctamtly retired. At this time about 60 were fouid dceep- 
ly affected with the plague of their own hearts,and the others 
ferioufly alarmed, according to the werds of the Prophet, 
“ Sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfuluefs hath furprifed the 
hypocrite.” 

Several having paffed the night in forrow, came again very 
early in the morning, much affected at the recollection of their 
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patt off. ences, crying, View and brethen, #@hat fhall we do? 
Under thete affecting circumftances, I was caliid to leave 
this diffrcil-d people. “hey were much affeéted at the thought 
of being deftitute ofa preached gofpel, as it feemed they muit 
be, at fuch a time as this. They had oo where to go but un- 
to God, to whom the zy ovaht go have repaired before; but de- 
pendinz too much en human aid, they were at Jaft le ft to ‘eel 
their abiclute dependence upon the great Proprietor ef all, 
and nothing remained for them to do, but to repent and be- 
fieve, Under their diltrefs of foul they cried for mercy, and, 
thortly after, numbers rejoiced | in hope. 

fn the moachs of Ssptembder, O&ober, November and De- 
cem er, 32 hopeful converts were added to the church. Af- 
ter tais { returned and miniftered to the people here again, 
and the 2st of April following, I took the paftoral charge 
of this church. Soon after we were exercifed with ficknefs 
toa very great degree, (rifing of fix hundred were fubjects of 
the difeafe in this focie: y) io that it feemed to ftay the glorious 
work for atime by calling the people more Saanieidiately to 
the care of the body. This year, which was 1802, 17 only 
were villdly brought into Chrift’s kingdam, by a profeffion 
of Cariitianity. The year following,1802, the attention of both 
old and young feemed to be unufually oaeited again, and 32 
were added to our communion, Since the beginning of the 
prefent yea , nine have been admitted, making in the whole 
91; 45 miles, and 45 females. They a are of different ages, 
from nearly 70 dowa co 18, though the greateft part are youths 
ani middle aged people. A number more entertain comfort- 
able hopes fince the late revival, and are counting the coft, 
before they enter the church, and it is to be hoped they will 
foon oublicly protefs the religion of Jefus. 

Many leit their former hope, and were led to build again, 
on another foundation, which is, Chrift formed in the foul the 
hope of glory. They affert, that the doétrines of total depra- 
ty, God’s fovereignty, decrees, election, &c. were things too 
grievous to be borne by ‘icin. until they were enlightened 
trom on high. Even their articles of faith uf-d inthe church 
were exoreil-d tn this manner, “ Yow believe that mankind 
are by nature ina ftate of fptritual weakn<fs.” Alchough 
the cl fe doctrines of the gofpel were not abfolutely denied, 
yet they were ranked ameng the fecrets of the Almighty, and 
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fupofed to be fo myfterious, that it was an aét of prudence’ 
and a difplay of fuperior wifdem, at leaft, to pafs them by.— 
‘T’hus many went on fleeping and flumbering, until it appeared 
that the Lord was prefent, as in Jerufalem, fearching it with 
candles and punifhing the men that were fettled on their lees. 

Oh, bleffed be Gad! that the fylemn, pungent truths which 
were once fo unpleafant to their depraved taftes, are nuw be- 
come the meat and life of the renewed fouls. 

~Tihe animofities which were inthe church, fo far as the 
Spirit of Ged hath touched the hearts of its members, 
have entirely ceafed, fo that they once more enjoy fweet com- 
munion together, Whatever may be the private feelings 
of individuals, itis but an act of juftice to them and to all, to 
fiy, their devortment, in general, both in the church and fo- 
ciety, is decent and becoming,—all peaceably aff«mbling to- 
gether, on the Sabbath, and other occafions for religious wor- 
fhip, praifing the God of their fathers. . 

JOSIAH B. ANDREWS. 

Killingworth, March 24th, A. D. 1804. 











THE THREE HOTTENTOTS. 
N Monday, Nov. 7, at the Monthly M:iMfionary Pray « 


or- Meeting, held on that evening at the Scats Church, 
Mi:es’s Lane, Canon Street, the congregation was gratified 
with a {peftacle as pleafing as it was new. After the firtt 
prayer, which was offered up by Mr. Vols, who was fur fome 


years the minifter of a Chriftian congregation at Redzan@, in. - 
Africa, feveral queftions were propofed by the Secretary to © 


Mr. Kicherer, a native of Holland, who has been a fucccfsful 
Miffionary from the Society in London, at Zak river, about 
500 miles N. E. of the Cape of Good Hope. His anfwersto 
thefe queftions included a genera! account of the ftate in which 
he firft found the Hottentots of that country, their wildnefs, 
their ignorance of all religion, and their extreme lazinefs and 
filthinefs : he then proceeded to ftate the methods which he a- 
dopted to gain their attention, and to inftruct them in the 
knowledge of the gofpel ; together with the blefl+d fuccefs 
which the Lord has gracioufly given to his labours; fome 
ftriking inftances of which were mentioned. Mr. Kicherer’s 
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an{wers (being given in imperfect Englifh) were afterwards 
repeated from the pulpit. | 

Three converted Hettentots, a man, named John; his wife, 
Mary; and an elderly woman, named Martha, were then feated 
in the ‘defk, where the congregation had an opportunity of fee- 
ing them. Queftions were propefed to each, by the medium 
of Mr. Kicherer ; ; and their anfwers being interpreted by him, 
Were repeated by the Secretary. Thofe anfwers were highly 
fatisfactorv, and fhewed that the labours of our dear brother 
had not been in vain. The following are fome of the queftions 
propofed with the fubftance of their anfwers* :— 

2, What did you know of God before the Miffionaries ? 

A. We knew nothing at all of him; we did not know there 
was any God+.—Q. What did you then think of yourfelf? 
4.1 shoige he I was like a beaft; and that when I died, there 
would be an end.—2. What have you fince leaned about 
yourfelf? #. I have fince learned that I am a poor wicked 
ereature.—©. How is it poffible that fuch a wicked creature 
¢an be brought into friencfhip with God? 4. By the blood of 
Jefus Chrift.—Q, But why fhould the blood of Jefus Chrift 
bring you into that ftate ? 4. Becaufe it was the appointment 
ef the Father that he fhould bear eur fins; and he rofe again 
from the dead, to prove that his death was "accepted ; fo that 
now God will pardon all our fins for his fake. —Q. Did you 
firft feek Chrift; or, did he feek you? 4. Ob! I fhould never 
have fought him, had he not fought me.-—Y. Do you leve the 
Lord Jefus Chrift? : Oh. yes, Ido! buc not half enough : 
I want to love him much more.—Q. Is fin hateful to you? 
A. | hate it in my heart; and yet, tor all that, I do fin every 
day.---9. Do you love the commandments of God? 4. Yes; 
I love them much ia my heart; but there is fomething within 
me that keeps me from doing them as 1 would: Jefus Chrift 
has done fo much for me, I grieve that I cannot do more for 
him.---Q. What are now your chief defires? 4. I with te 
give up my heart entirely to Jefus Chrift.----9. Are you 
thankful to the Miffionary Society for fending Miffionaries to 
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* They had xo previous intimation what queftions would be pre- 


pofed to them. 
t Scme of them venevate a kind of walkizg leaf, wpich they will 


@st burt; aud call it a God. 
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yeur country? 4. I am defirous to thank God for inclining 
them to do it; and I would thank them too, but I know not 
how to do it, for want of words. —9Q. Do you think that Chrift 
will correét his children when they offend him; or will he caft 
them quite away? A. He will correét them; but not throw 
them away. He who loved me from all eternity, knew before 
how bad I fhould be; but that did not hinder him from lov- 
ing me; and it is now impoffible he fhould ceafe to love me. 
©. What will you do when you go back to Africa? 4. I will 
teil all the people of my country what a great many friends 
there are in England who love them, and how much they do 
pray for them.---9. Have you any thing to fay to the uncon- 
verted people in this congregation? A. Yes; I would wifle 
them to fly to Jefus immediately. Oh! it would be pity, if 
they whe hear every day of Chrift, fhould neglect him ; and 
if they fhould fee us poor Heathen, who have run to Chrift, 
admitted into heaven, and they themfelves be thruft downto 
hell |! Oh, it would be a fad pity ! 

The three Africans then fung, in a very agreeable manner, 
a Hymn; of which the following is a literal tranflation, in 
profe : : 

“O Zion’s King! thou Son of Ged, exalted on the Fa- 
ther’s throne, I caft myfelf down before thee, and pray for 
{pirit and for life, for thy church and dear bride, living here 
on earth, ata diftance from her divine Lover, her He:¢, her 
Comfort, the Prince of Life, for whom fhe ever and ever 
longs! Ob, that I might find thee ! 

“« Moft of all, O King of Zion ! I implore thee for fo ma- 
ny dead fouls ! Ob, make thy people fall down before thee, by 
thy Spirit! By thy power, drawall thofe unto thee, for waom 
thou didft fav, “It is finifhed !”. Make the deaf ears to hear 
the voice of thy power and of thy glory, that it may be faid of 
Sion, “ This man and that man was born there.” 

© Fountain of Life! Almighty God! it is the Spirit’s in- 
fluence we crave! Oh! exert the power of thy Jeve on the 
hearts of many men! Bring Tyrians, Philiftines and Moors, 
by the ward and the Spirit, into the right way; and let hell « 
tremble at thy work! Refcue by thy divine power, the veffzls 
of grace from Satan’s might ; and bid the dead to live |” 

It is eafier te conceive than to defcribe the facred pleafure 
which filled the minds of a large aflembly of Chriftians, whea 
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they thus bcheld “Ethiopia ftretching forth her hands to God, - 
and heard {hme of Afric’s tawney race finging the pra: fes of 
oarcommon Lord. Indeed, the voice of joy and praife was 
uncommonly loud and fervent, when the congregation fung 
that doxology, “ Praife God, from whom all $1: fling s flow ps 
und, we truft, a fincere tribure of sraife was alow! up to 
Go. i, who hath thus grantea to the Heathen “ Repentance uns 
to: Ii fe.” 

We are informed, that the Hottentcts were rot brought to 
Europe by order of the Dire€@tors. Mr. Kicherer having oc- 
cafion to return to Holland on domeftic affairs, was willing 
to comply with the defire of the Africans themfelves, who, with 
others of the converts have long and earneiftly wifhed to af- 
certain, whether the doctrines taughe by the Miffionaries,were 
the general fentiments of Europeas Chriftians ; it having of- 
ten been fuggefted by the white fetilers, that the religion 
taught them by the Miffionaries was not the fame as that ge- 
nerally received in Europe. Mr. Kicherer alfo judged, that 
it would be highly gratifying to the friends of the gofpel, both 
in Holland and England, to behold a {peciinen of the fruits of 
his labours ;in which he was certainly not miftaken. We un- 
derftand, that when he commenced his work at Zak River, he 
found only thirty-fix inhabitants; the people in-general roam- 
ed about the country like wild beafts in queft of prey. But 
by his judicious management, about fix hundred perfons were 
brought, and in a great meafure kept together. He has been 
indefatioable in infiru@line them, both by preaching and ca- 
techizing. Abeut three hundred are now worfh:ppers of God, 
and he has no doubt of the real converfion of about forty; e- 
ven the lictle children can give a good reafon of the Chriftian 
hope! It is worthy of obfervation, that when thefe poor Afri- 
cans are enlightened, a great change takes place in their out- 
ward conduct and appearance. Thofe who before were almoft 

naked, clothe thentfelves with decency; from being extremely 
filthy, they learn to ke clean; and from that lazinefs which 
prevails among them while Heathens, they learn to be dili- 
gent, and cuJtivate the earth for their fabiittense! Thus, while 
the gofpel brings to them a fpiritual faivation, it becomes alfo 
the mean of civilizing,we might alfo fay, of humanizing them; 
and this affords an additional argument for miffionary z<al.— 
Surcly it may be ~ at this time, “ What hath Ged wrought!” 
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HE three Natives.who accompanied Mr. Kicherer to 
Europes: have, during their refidence in Lendon, at- 
tracted a donfiderable fhare of the public attenticn. The 
proofs which they have given of mental pewer, anc religious 
teeling, have been highly gratifying beth to the Philcfopher 
and the Divine. “They have been vifited by people of very 
different def{criptions—by Sir Richard Banks, as we'l as Mr. 
Rowland Hill 3_by perfons high in office, as well as minifters 
oi the gofpel ; and all have declared themfelves furprifed and 
delighted. Thefe three ftrangers, new fo gentle, intelligent 
and civilized, were five years ago, like the refi of their tribe, 
2s remote from civilization, and as deftitute of all moral fenw 
timents and impreffions, as fallen man, under the dominion of 
the powers of darknefs, can well be fuppofed. On Monday, 
ecember 12th, they and their much refpeéied paftor, teok an 
efectionate leave of theirfriends in L: nden, and proceeded to 
Gravefend, where they embarked on the 21ft for Holland, on 
their return home. They were much impicfed with the kind 
réception which they met with in London, from Chriftians of 
every rank and denomination.” Their names are, John Van 
Rooy; Mary, his wife ; and Martha Arend{fe.—John is a pure 
Hotientot, without any mixture with another nation, and ts a 
very fenfible judicious Chriftian. Mary is a fprightly woman, 
and very lively when talking of religion—She and Martha 
are called Baftard Hottentots ;—one of their parents being 


Hottentot, and the ether Malay. [Edinturgh M.} 
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Ss SUPERSTITION OF THE HINDOOS. 

fFrem the Journal of a Botton gentieman,who law the ceremow) peiformed.} 
MONG the many fuperftitions ceremonies pra&iled by 
the natives of the Eaft-Indies, the manner tn which 

a Hindog expiates his crimes, is perhaps the moft aftouifh- 

ingly fingular. 

When any ferious misfortune happens to an Hindoo, it is 
fuppofed to be in eo sfequence of his having offended his God, 
and it is cuftomary for him to make application to a Bramin, 
to know the will of the Diety, and in what manner he can 
appeafevhis wrath. If his crimes have been very heinous, ard 
he is not able ta atone for them, by paying a ceriaia fum of 
money for the fupport cf the Pageda, the Bramin tells him, 
Meat the God requires he fhouid do penance, by inficting 
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. Kieve he is going to enjoy uninterrrupted felicity, 
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punifhment upon himfelr, according to the rules of the Church, 
‘THis poor innocent deluded wretch, believes the order of the- 
Brainin, te be theoracle from heaven, and accepts of the terms 
of reconciliatien with his Maker, with the utmoft effufiens 
of joy. He ardently folicits the affiftance of the Bramin to 
perform the ceremony, and gives him every fannan he is worth, 
forthe kind intercefion he has made. Matters being thus 
far fettled, he prepares himfelf for the facrifice he is about to 
make, by retiring to a Pagoda, where for eight days he has no 
other nourifhmentthan a quart of Rice—during this time 


« he has no intercourfe with the world, his fele employment is 


counting. his beads. 
At the expiration of the eight days, he is fuppofed to be 


, fuficiemtly cleanfed to appear before the mighty Bruma—he is 


then led out following his God, who.is carried on a litter, at- 
tended by the Bramins and Muiicians. The proceffion moves 
flowly on with folemn pomp, to the place where the punifh- 
ment is to be inflicted, which is always where four principal 
ftreets meet. The litter is here fet down, and in front of the 
Goda ftage is erected, in which is fixed a large poft—to this 
poft a fpar ts attached, which by the help of braces is moved 
in any direction. ‘The criminal afcends- on the top of, the 
ftage—the fpar is lowered down, andtwo large iron hooks are 
fixed into his back ; the hooks are made faft to the fpar, by 
ftrong cords ; he then takes a bafket of flowers in his hand, 
and at fignal given, he is hoifted forty feet in the air+—the 
trumpets now found—the tam tam beats, and the heavens re- 
echo with the cries of the multitude—in this manner, hanging 
by the fiefh of his back, he remains fer fifteen minutes—du- 
ring all this time, there was not the leaft appearance of fear 
pictured in his countenance, or the Jeaft vifible fign of pain— 
he feemed to exult in his fufferings, and like the martyrs of 
old, bled for the glory of God—his penance was‘in the pre- 
fence of his Deity, and his offerings were the flowers from 
his bafket. As thefe fell to the ground, the multitude with 
énthufiaftic madnefs, fought to gather them. The time of 
his penance being elapfed, he is let down, the hooks are tak- 
en out of his back, a little chinam is put in the wound, and 
he is led home amidft the acclamations of his friends. He 
has now made his peace with his Maker, and is taught. to be- 





